Our trip to Britain (3e euro – March 2011)

ELHAM VILLAGE, Kent
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The Square 





In England, most villages are organized around a square which is generally the busiest place in the village or town.


In Elham, there are a pub, the church, old houses and a parking lot on the square. 


The square is generally the oldest place in the village. It originated in Roman times when the “forum” was the center of a town. 


In Elham the houses around the square are very old. Before being private houses, one  was a school and another one a bakery.


You can also see something typically British: all the doors in the village are painted in diffenrent bright colours. It surely helps a lot recognizing your a house! 





Saint Mary’s Church





The church in Elham village was built in William the Conqueror’s time. It’s a Norman church. 


This church is surrounded by a lovely graveyard with lots of flowers! We had a picnic there, in the sun (! In England, graveyards just look like parks where people can walk and have a peaceful time. 


Inside, the chuch is beautiful too: it has a wooden roof and nice stones. 








We really enjoyed the visit of this church... and its gardens.  











The Cosy Tea Room





This old house dates back from Norman times too. 


It’s now a cool place to have a nice cup of tea and some cakes or sweets.


Before being a tea room it was a petrol station and a grocery where people could stop and buy things while filling the car. 





The Manor House


The history of the present house appears to date from 1387, year of the execution of Sir Simon Burley, when the old Palace of the Earls of Eu, situated on the site of St Mary's Church Hall, was demolished.


We saw this house when we walked through ‘Cullings Hill’ in the village. 





High Street





We walked through the village and along Elham main street. We saw typical British homes and very well kept gardens. It took us about five minutes to walk half the length of this long street. It’s a very nice street reflecting the beauty of the English countryside. 








